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Landbank remits P32.4-B dividends to gov’t

Pagcor OKs PhilWeb as tech 
provider to gaming operators

Domestic trade hits P3.3 T in 2025

The Land Bank of the Phil-
ippines remitted P32.4 billion 
in dividends to the national 
government, providing fresh 
funding for priority programs 
and projects, the Department 
of Finance (DOF) said.

The state-run bank said its 
P32.35-billion dividend con-
tribution, which is 0.7 percent 
higher than the P32.12-billion 

remittance in 2024, came on 
the back of its strongest inan-
cial performance so far.

“Landbank’s continuous 
support and strong perform-
ance proves why it is and will 
always be a steadfast partner 
of the government in our mis-
sion to improve the lives of 
Filipinos,” Finance Secretary 
Frederick Go said in a state-
ment.

Last year, the bank’s net in-

come reached P43.98 billion, up 
by 24 percent from P35.36 billion 
in 2024, driven by broad-based 
loan growth, strengthened cred-
it oversight and disciplined risk 
management.

The DOF added that the 
bank’s remittance showed 
its robust profitability and 
sustained ability to deliver 
meaningful support for na-
tional development.

“Landbank’s dividend re-

mittance is a deliberate invest-
ment in the country’s future,” 
Landbank president and CEO 
Lynette Ortiz said.

“It strengthens the govern-
ment’s capacity to fund critical 
programs that uplift communi-
ties, promote inclusive devel-
opment and expand economic 
opportunities, while enabling 
us to continue supporting 
agriculture and other priority 
sectors,” she added.

The state-run bank also 
closed with total assets of 
P3.52 trillion and capital of 
P278.44 billion.

As of December 2025, the 
bank grew its Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Rural Develop-
ment loan portfolio to P896.61 
billion, accounting for 53.5 
percent of its total gross loan 
portfolio of P1.68 trillion.

Dividends are a major 
source of non-tax revenue for 

the national government to 
fund priority programs and 
projects without imposing 
new taxes.

Under the Republic Act 
7656 or Dividend Law, gov-
ernment-owned and control-
led corp. (GOCCs) are man-
dated to remit at least half of 
their annual net earnings to 
the national government.

GOCC remittances reached 
P137.26 billion in 2024.

Listed gaming service 
provider PhilWeb Corp. 
has secured accredita-
tion under the Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming 
Corp. (PAGCOR)’s frame-
work for gaming affili-
ates and support service 
providers, allowing the 
company to provide tech-
nology and operational 
services to licensed gaming 
operators within PAG-
COR’s regulated system.

PhilWeb said the ac-
creditation reflects the 
company’s established ca-
pabilities in platform tech-
nology, system integration 
and operational support.

“This is a pivotal stage 
for the industry as it moves 
toward a more structured 
and transparent frame-
work,” PhilWeb president 
Brian Ng said.

“We are committed to 
supporting this transi-

tion by delivering reli-
able and scalable tech-
nology solutions, while 
actively engaging with 
stakeholders to help 
strengthen the overall 
ecosystem,” he said.

Through active par-
ticipation in industry 
technical working dis-
cussions and continued 
expansion of its technol-
ogy infrastructure capa-
bilities, PhilWeb said it is 
strengthening its role in 
the country’s’ regulated 
gaming ecosystem.

The company said it is 
participating in industry 
technical working discus-
sions alongside regulators 
and stakeholders, contrib-
uting to the development 
of evolving standards 
aimed at strengthening 
transparency, consumer 
protection and overall 
industry governance.

The value of commodities 
traded within the country hit 
over P3 trillion last year, with 
the bulk transported through 
roads, according to the Phil-
ippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA).

Preliminary data from the 
PSA showed that total domestic 
trade amounted to P3.34 trillion 
last year.

The data showed that goods 
traded across roads had the big-
gest value of P1.80 trillion or a 
54 percent share.

This was followed by those 
transported through water, 
which reached P1.53 trillion 
(45.9 percent) and via air, val-
ued at P2.38 billion (0.1 per-
cent).

Prior to 2025, the PSA’s 
domestic trade data did not 
include movements of com-
modities via roads.

In 2024, total domestic trade 
data reached P1.31 trillion.

In terms of volume, domes-
tic trade reached 60.19 million 
tons in 2025.

Most commodities were 
traded via water transport, 
which reached 31.89 million 
tons (53 percent).

This was followed by those 
transported through roads, 
which reached 28.28 million 
tons (47 percent) and air with 
a 0.04 percent share.

PSA data also showed the 
balance of trade or the dif-
ference between the outlow 
value and inflow value last 
year.

Regions with the most fa-
vorable or positive domes-
tic trade balances in terms 
o f  v a l u e  l a s t  y e a r  w e re 
Calabarzon with P277.40 
billion; Northern Mindanao 
with P262.77 bi l l ion and 
Central Luzon with P219.48 
billion.

On the other hand, those 
with the most unfavorable 
or negative domestic trade 

balances in 2025 were Cen-
tral Visayas  (-P234.33 bil-
lion); Zamboanga Peninsula 
(-P171.39 billion) and Soccsk-
sargen (-P145.44 billion).

Rizal Commercial Banking 
Corp. chief economist Michael 
Ricafort said in an email that 
the ongoing war in the Middle 
East could afect domestic trade 
this year.

He said the war could lead 
to a higher import bill for the 
country as fuel prices continue 
to rise.

“The resulting higher pric-
es of afected goods and serv-
ices could bloat the country’s 
import bill and would also be 
partly relected in the domes-
tic trade data among cities or 
provinces or regions in the 
country,” he said.

While  weaker  demand 
from higher prices could be 
a drag on growth, he said 
continued development in 
the regions could still drive 
resilience.
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Robotics out to revolutionize
construction industry in Phl

Construct ion f i rm 
Magis X is bringing a 
better way to build homes 
by introducing robotic 
construction systems in 
the Philippines.

For founders Paolo 
Periquet and Gino Cariño, 
moving toward robotic 
tools is a pragmatic re-
sponse to long-standing 
ineiciencies in construc-
tion – and an opportunity 
to improve how homes 
and other structures are 
delivered.

“We realized the real 
problem wasn’t effort. It 
was the system – the delays, 
the miscommunication, 
the duplicity, the rework,” 
Periquet said. “Magis X is 
a response to that.”

For those building a 
home, the industry-wide 
challenges translate into 
very personal risks: missed 
timelines, inconsistent ma-
terial quality, and unpre-
dictable cost overruns.

T h e  t e a m  b e h i n d 
Magis X spent several 
years studying how ro-
botic construction sys-
tems can integrate into 
local building practices 
– not as a replacement 
for construction, but as 
an evolution of it. The 
company has partnered 
with COBOD, the Dan-
ish irm behind some of 
the world’s most widely 
used 3D concrete printing 
systems. The technology 
platform is supported by 
global industry partners 
including PERI, Holcim 
and General Electric.

Magis X sees robotic 
construction tools as a 
way to strengthen the lo-
cal construction process. 
These systems allow cer-
tain structural tasks to 
be executed with greater 
consistency and control, 
helping stabilize time-
lines and improve build 
quality. The result is a 
construction process that 
can better support site 
safety, reduce material 
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waste, and give home-
owners greater clarity 
on how their designs are 
executed.

“The goal is not to re-
place craftsmanship, but 
to augment it – to take 
what has traditionally 
been a craft-driven proc-
ess and evolve it into one 
that is more precise and 
consistent,” Cariño said. 
“By integrating robot-
ics and industrial-grade 
systems, we can expand 
design possibilities, im-
prove reliability, and el-
evate performance – while 
keeping craftsmanship 
and engineering judg-
ment at the center.”

Magis X sites use ro-
botic concrete extrusion 
to construct structural 
walls. Guided by dig-
ital building models, the 
robotic system deposits 
concrete layer by layer 
to form wall structures 
with high dimensional 
accuracy. Engineers and 
builders then integrate re-
inforcement, services, and 
inishing works through 
conventional construction 
methods.

While this may seem 
novel locally, the technol-
ogy is already being used 
internationally. Homes, 
apartment buildings, 
commercial offices, and 
community structures 
across Europe, the United 
States, Asia and the Mid-
dle East have been built 
using similar systems. 

In Texas, construction 

technology company 
ICON and developer 
Lennar have completed 
residential communities 
totaling more than 300 
homes built using 3D 
concrete printing.

Having experienced 
irsthand the challenges 
of building his own home 
15 years ago, Periquet 
began questioning how 
construction itself was or-
ganized. “I wasn’t search-
ing for a better builder,” 
he said. “I was searching 
for a better way to build.”

That experience even-
tually led to the founding 
of Magis, a residential 
construction company 
focused on raising the 
standard of how homes 
are delivered. With 64 
completed projects – 
many of them designed 
by architects including Ed 
Calma, Dominic Galicia, 
Anthony Nazareno, Tina 
Periquet and Jorge Yulo 
– the irm has built a repu-
tation among repeat and 
referral clients for execut-
ing complex architectural 
homes with precision.

Now, Magis X pushes 
that philosophy into a 
new area of construction. 
Periquet and Cariño be-
lieve robotic construction 
systems can help archi-
tects push design further 
by allowing complex ge-
ometries to be executed 
more faithfully, reducing 
the compromises often 
required in conventional 
construction.

These engagements, 
it said, relect the com-
pany’s alignment with 
ongoing efforts to for-
malize and modernize 
the sector.

As the industry contin-
ues to formalize, PhilWeb 
is positioning itself as an 
asset-light B2B (business-
to-business) technology 
and infrastructure plat-
form which supports li-
censed operators through 
systems integration, plat-
form management and 
operational services.

The company believes 
such approach supports 
more recurring and scal-
able revenue streams over 
time.

PhilWeb recently an-
nounced partnerships 
with leading integrated 
resort operators, includ-
ing Hann Casino Resort 
and Okada Manila, to 
support their online gam-
ing platforms.
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